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DISCLAIMER:  This handout has been produced by the office of the Staff Judge Advocate, 66 ABW/JA, Hanscom AFB, MA 01731.  It is not meant to be a substitute for legal advice and it cannot be cited as legal authority.  Before taking any action, you should consult an attorney for guidance.

Overview

The excise tax is an annual tax you pay to your town for each vehicle you own.  It applies only to vehicles registered in Massachusetts.  The excise tax is $25 for every $1000 of value your vehicle is worth.  For example, if your vehicle is worth $10,000, your tax would be simply $25 x 10 = $250.  The value of your vehicle is the book value of your car.  The book value is set by the state Registry of Motor Vehicles Department.  If a vehicle is registered in Massachusetts following January 31st, the excise tax for the initial registration year is prorated.

NOTE: An active duty military member who is stationed in Massachusetts under military orders, but who is not a permanent Massachusetts resident, may register vehicles without incurring excise tax liability, but only if a letter is obtained from the commanding officer stating that (1) the member is on active duty and (2) the member’s presence in the state is due to military orders.  This information must be submitted to the address printed on the excise tax bill.

Other Exemptions

Massachusetts exempts the following persons and organizations from paying an excise tax on their vehicles:

1. Former POW or his/her unremarried surviving spouse;

2. Disabled veteran meeting certain qualifications (and only for one vehicle at a time);

3. Qualifying charitable organizations; and 

4. Inhabitants of another state, so long as the vehicle is registered in that state.

If your motor vehicle is stolen, you must accomplish the following:

1. You (as the owner) must notify the local police authorities of the theft within 48 hours of the discovery of the theft; and

2. You must surrender the certificate of registration of the stolen car within 30 days of the date of the theft.), and obtain a certificate signed by the registrar of motor vehicles (or a duly appointed agent therewith) which sets forth the facts underlying the theft.

Questions

If you have any questions regarding the excise tax, or you require the abatement of excise tax form, please contact your local board of assessment or the MA Excise Tax Department at (617) 635-4131 or 635-4287 or the MA Department of Revenue at (617) 887-6367 or (800) 392-6089.  If you wish to challenge an excise tax bill, contact the town tax collector for further information.  Keep in mind that abatement requests are also subject to time limits.
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