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COLONEL WILLIAM E. NELSON

Colonel William E. Nelson is the Materiel Group Director for Air Force Mission Planning, Electronic Systems Center, Hanscom Air Force Base, Massachusetts. The program office develops and supports a suite of PC and UNIX based mission planning systems that meet the needs of over 40 Air Force aircraft and weapons systems. In addition, the Navy, Marines, Army, several government agencies, and 23 allied nations depend upon Air Force mission planning systems for daily operations. It’s mission is to be the User’s choice for world-class, integrated mission planning capability on any device … anytime … anywhere.

Col Nelson entered the Air Force upon graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1981. He holds a Command Pilot Rating with more than 2500 hours in over 50 different type aircraft and is a distinguished graduate of the USAF Test Pilot School. He has served as a fighter pilot, standardization and evaluation examiner, test pilot, Air Staff Training (ASTRA) officer, squadron commander, RAND Fellow, program manager, and materiel group director.

EDUCATION:

· Bachelor of Science in Astronautical Engineering, USAF Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.

· Squadron Officers School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

· Master of Science in Administration, Central Michigan University, Michigan

· US Air Force Experimental Test Pilot Course, USAF Test Pilot School, Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.

· Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

· Program Managers Course, Defense Systems Management College, Ft Belvoir, Va.

· Air War College, by correspondence, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

· RAND Fellow, Senior Service School, Santa Monica, Calif.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. August 1982 – October 1982, Undergraduate Pilot Training, Williams Air Force Base, Ariz.

2. November 1982 – June 1983, Student Pilot, F-4D, Homestead Air Force Base, Fla.

3. June 1983 – September 1986, F-4E Fighter Pilot; Four-Ship Flight Lead; Instructor Pilot; Flight Examiner; and Assistant Flight Commander, 69 Tactical Fighter Squadron, Moody Air Force Base, Ga

4. October 1986 – November 1987, Air Staff Training Program (ASTRA), Tactical Fighter Requirements Officer/Requirements Program Officer, Headquarters Air Force, Washington, D.C.

5. December 1987 – December 1988, Student, USAF Test Pilot School, Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.

6. December 1988 – June 1991, Test Pilot, Peace Pearl Combined Test Force and 6516 Test Squadron, Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.

7. June 1991 – August 1992, Instructor, USAF Test Pilot School, Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.

8. August 1992 – June 1993, Student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Bse, Ala.

9. July 1993 – July 1995, Program Manager for Navy Test, Tri-Service Standoff Attack Missile Joint System Program Office, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio

10. August 1995 – June 1997, Operations Officer, Flight Test Squadron, data masked

11. June 1997 – July 1999, Commander, Flight Test Squadron, data masked

12. August 1999 – July 2000, RAND Research Fellow, Senior Service School, Project Air Force, Santa Monica, Calif.

13. July 2000 – April 2001, Deputy Chief of Experimentation for the Integrated Command, and Control System Program Office, Experimentation Division, Electronic Systems Center Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass.

14. April 2001 – June 2002, Chief C2 Enterprise Planning and Integration Division, Electronic Systems Center, Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass.

15. June 2002 – Present, Materiel Group Director for Air Force Mission Planning, Electronic Systems Center, Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass.

FLIGHT INFORMATION:

· Rating: Command pilot

· Flight hours: More than 2500 hours

· Aircraft flown: F-4, F-16 and over 50 other aircraft

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

· Defense Meritorious Service Medal

· Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster

· Aerial Achievement Medal with four oak leaf clusters

· Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters

· Joint Service Achievement Medal

· Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS:

· Innovator of the Year 2003, Microsoft Corporation

· ESC Shiely Award Finalist 2003

· Boston Marathon 2002

· Distinguished Graduate – USAF Test Pilot School

· Top Graduate – F-4 RTO

· Eagle Scout

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

· Second Lieutenant May 27, 1981

· First Lieutenant May 27, 1983

· Captain May 27, 1985

· Major October 1, 1991

· Lieutenant Colonel December 1, 1996

· Colonel April 1, 2002
(Current as of February 2004)






