MEMORANDUM FOR:  ESC and 66 ABW Commanders
FROM:  66 MDOS/SGOH  (Life Skills Support Center)

SUBJECT:  Commander-Directed Evaluations and Limited Privilege Suicide Prevention Program

1.  The Commander-Directed Evaluation (CDE) is an important tool for commanders to ensure a fit and ready force.  It is used when a commander determines, after consultation with a LSSC provider, that a military member's actions or behaviors warrant a mental health evaluation.  The first step in the evaluation process is to contact a LSSC provider to discuss referral process and/or alternative forms of available interventions.  Commanders are also encouraged to contact the legal office to ensure they are complying with applicable regulations. 

2.  Please remember that for a routine CDE, two workdays notice must be given between the written acknowledgment of the LSSC appointment and the appointment itself, to provide the member with the opportunity to consult with the ADC, IG, Chaplain, a personal attorney or other persons.  Also, please note that in emergency situations there is no mandated waiting period before the evaluation can be performed.  Please refer to DoD Directive 6490.1, AFI 44-109, and the Hanscom AFB commander's guide to CDEs for further details (please contact LSSC to have a copy emailed to you).  
3.  The Limited Privilege Suicide Prevention (LPSP) Program is available for those members who are awaiting possible disciplinary action under the UCMJ and pose a genuine risk of suicide.  The LPSP program provides increased confidentiality to prevent suicides and facilitate treatment during the stressful period associated with UCMJ action.  While the member is in the LPSP program, the confidentiality protects information that is disclosed in a clinical relationship so that this information cannot be used as evidence for present and future UCMJ actions or to characterize the member's service in an administrative separation.  Please inform the LSSC provider if a member you are referring has been notified of the commander's intent to impose UCMJ punishment.  The LSSC provider will then determine the member's eligibility to enter the LPSP program.  AFI 44-109 also contains official guidance and details on the rationale and implementation of this program.  
4.  If you have any questions or concerns about these programs, feel free to contact me at 377-4791.  
 

 

 

 

          MARK J. BATES, Maj, USAF, BSC

Flight Commander, Life Skills Support Center
