INFORMED CONSENT


People come to our clinic for a variety of reasons.  Your first appointment is an evaluation session.  We will give you feedback about what we feel we can offer you depending on what you tell us about your problem.  You should be involved in every aspect of your treatment plan.  We want to be sure what we offer is what you want, so please voice any concerns or questions you have about your treatment plan. 


We generally do not treat those who do not want to be treated.  However, active duty clients can be ordered to under go an evaluation, but there are limitations that apply to this commander-direct referral.  We can explain those limitations to you if you are interested.  Active duty patients can also be directed by their commander to participate in substance abuse rehabilitation and education programs.


RECORDS:  We are required to keep records of your visit with us.  Generally, we make a brief entry in your outpatient medical record, which includes only that information that we feel other medical providers need to know, such as your symptoms, presenting problem, diagnosis (if any) or medications we prescribe (if any).  We also keep a mental health record, which is secured here, in our clinic.  This usually includes more details of your visit with us.

CONFIDENTIALITY:  The records we keep belong to the military.  We cannot offer complete confidentiality.  Generally, information discussed during the evaluation and treatment sessions is confidential and may not ordinarily be revealed to anyone outside the clinic without your permission.  The record can be reviewed by the commander or investigator for any reason that the medical law office deems appropriate.  Most other releases generally require your written consent.  You should pay close attention to the Privacy Act Form included in this packet, and if you have questions you should consult a lawyer.  We do everything possible to respect your rights and privacy and meet the needs of the military.  Chaplains and attorneys working in your defense do offer confidentiality.  Patients who are under UCMJ investigation and pose a genuine risk for suicide may be given additional confidentiality protections under the Limited Privilege Suicide Prevention program.


We are required to report to authorities those clients who disclose the following:



a.      Any evidence that you are at serious risk of harming yourself or someone else.


b.      Abuse/maltreatment/neglect of child , spouse, or elderly people




For active duty clients we are also required to report to commanders the following:



c.      Alcohol abuse, illicit drug use or other related incidents



d.     Any condition that impairs your ability to meet mission requirements 



e.  Any evidence that you pose a threat to the military mission

f.  Espionage, or other felonies

Due to limited available appointments, it is important, if for any reason you are not able to keep a scheduled appointment that you call and cancel before the appointment time.  No-Show letters may be sent to commanders of active duty personnel that do not show for scheduled appointments.

Please feel free to discuss any of the above with your provider or the LSSC customer care representative.

As a patient you have specific rights.  If you would like a copy of the “Patient’s Bill of Rights” or any of the forms you have signed today (informed consent & Privacy Act forms) you will be provided on request. 








MARK J. BATES, Maj, USAF, BSC


Flight Commander, Life Skills Support Center

I understand the information in the paragraphs above

__________________________________________

________________________________     _______

Printed Name





Signature                                                      Date
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