Strategies for Military Families 

     Relocating to a High Cost of Living Area

1. Never count on non-military spouse’s income.  You may receive orders to a country that doesn’t allow them to work or you may find it takes months or even years for them to find employment.

2. Sit down with a member of the FSC relocation staff and find out what programs and services are available at your FSC!  All FSCs have resource centers with computers and most have Internet access.  You might want to check out the approximate cost of your relocation using the computer software, Financial Planning for Relocation, at your local Family Support Center.

3. Consider your pets when planning for upfront PCS costs - if you must board them while in temporary lodging, it can cost $15-25 per day, and more if the pet becomes ill during the move.  If your pet has any special medical needs it is important to discuss any additional charges that may apply.  

4. Start doing your homework early.  

a. How long is the housing wait?  If you have to live in temporary housing, how long can you stay in the base Temporary Lodging Facility (TLF)?  Ensure you have reservations for the maximum number of days allowed.  

b. If you will have to live temporarily off base, what are the costs?  In our area you will be paying approximately $2400 per month for a furnished 2 bedroom with a 3-month minimum lease.  Ask your destination base FSC relocation staff for low cost alternatives for off base temporary housing.

c. Are there any low cost housing alternatives (base mobile home park)?  Some people are choosing to purchase a mobile home in the base park in order to save money for a down payment on a house at their next base.   

d. If you can live on base, consider this option carefully, especially if there is a housing shortage at your destination location.  High demand and few houses usually equates to high rent.  Don’t compare housing at previous assignments to your current base.  Instead compare it to off-base housing size and costs. 

e. Talk to the Family Support Center relocation staff regarding typical fees required for renting an apartment or home.  In our area up front costs can include:  first months rent, last months rent, 1 months rent for security deposit, and many times a finder’s fee (also equal to one months rent).  Example $1200 per month 2 bedroom apt would require $4800 in up front costs!  The exception is apartment complexes.  Most don’t charge a finder’s fee if you deal with the apartment manager directly.  If you ask a realtor for help finding a place to live, in most cases, you will be charged a finder’s fee, usually equal to one months rent. 

f. If you will be living off base, you may qualify for up to 3 months advance BAH with your commander’s approval.  Repayment is usually over 12 months, but can be extended to 24 months with your commander’s signature.  (If you subsequently move on base, you must repay the balance of your advance BAH.)  

g. Complete a budget with your Personal Financial Manager at the FSC.  What can you afford to pay for rent?  Call your destination location, or sponsor in order to figure out the costs of utilities etc.

h. Don’t rent a place sight unseen.  

i. Check Internet listings daily.

j. If appropriate, consider sharing expenses with a roommate.  Check with the base housing office.  They keep a list of those who already have an 

k. If you are going to be living off base, find out what you can about commute times.  In our area, the average commute time is 1 hour.  

l. Ask your gaining organization where the staff members live, how long it takes them to get to work, and if they know of anyone renting a place.

m. Get a copy of your credit report from the three major credit bureaus.  Most landlords will run credit checks on potential tenants.  Sometimes erroneous information is contained in the credit reports and it can take months to correct.   (Some state laws require free reports or a lesser fee for consumers in their states and some credit reports are taxed in some states.)
Experian http://www.experian.com 1 866 200 6020
Transunion http://www.transunion.com  1 800 888 4213
Equifax at http://www.equifax.com 1-800-685-1111
5. Find out laws regarding driver’s licenses for spouses, vehicle registration, insurance, inspection and the cost of each.  

6. If you are already receiving or feel you might qualify for the Women, Infants, and Children food nutrition supplement program (WIC) visit web site www.fns.usda.gov
7. If your car breaks down in route, and you are unable to pay for the repair, check with any local base (Army Emergency Relief, Navy/Marine Relief) or local American Red Cross about an interest free loan from the Air Force Aid Society.   

8. It is important for military members and their families to plan and save for an upcoming PCS.  Although the government reimburses many PCS expenses the AFAS recognizes some young families may encounter unforeseen financial emergencies that require up-front out of pocket expenses.  Contact your local Air Force Aid Society for more information. 










